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The Purpose of Parables:The Purpose of Parables:
Kingdom ExamplesKingdom Examples

Matthew 13:10Matthew 13:10--1717

10) And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why 10) And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why 
speakestspeakest thou unto them in thou unto them in parablesparables??

11) He answered and said unto them, Because it is 11) He answered and said unto them, Because it is 
given unto you to know the mysteries of the given unto you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.

12) For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he 12) For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away even that he hath.from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

13) Therefore speak I to them in 13) Therefore speak I to them in parablesparables: because they : because they 
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do 
they understand.they understand.

14) And in them is fulfilled the 14) And in them is fulfilled the prophecyprophecy of of EsaiasEsaias, , 
which which saithsaith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not , By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not 
perceive:perceive:
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Matthew 13:10Matthew 13:10--1717
15) For this people's heart is waxed gross, and 15) For this people's heart is waxed gross, and theirtheir

ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed; lest at any time they should see with closed; lest at any time they should see with theirtheir
eyes, and hear with eyes, and hear with theirtheir ears, and should ears, and should 
understand with understand with theirtheir heart, and should be heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them.converted, and I should heal them.

16) But blessed 16) But blessed areare your eyes, for they see: and your your eyes, for they see: and your 
ears, for they hear.ears, for they hear.

17) For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and 17) For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and 
righteous righteous menmen have desired to see have desired to see those thingsthose things
which ye see, and have not seen which ye see, and have not seen themthem; and to hear ; and to hear 
those thingsthose things which ye hear, and have not heard which ye hear, and have not heard 
themthem..

““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

Mark 4:14Mark 4:14--1515

14) The 14) The sowersower sowethsoweth the wordthe word..
15) And these are they by the way side, 15) And these are they by the way side, 

where the word is sown; but when they where the word is sown; but when they 
have heard, have heard, SatanSatan cometh immediately, cometh immediately, 
and and takethtaketh away away the word that was the word that was 
sown in their heartssown in their hearts..
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Mark 4:1Mark 4:1--99
1) And he began again to teach by the sea side: 1) And he began again to teach by the sea side: 

and there was gathered unto him a great and there was gathered unto him a great 
multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat 
in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the 
sea on the land.sea on the land.

2) And he taught them many things by 2) And he taught them many things by parablesparables, , 
and said unto them in his doctrine,and said unto them in his doctrine,

3) Hearken; Behold, there went out a 3) Hearken; Behold, there went out a sowersower to sow:to sow:
4) And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by 4) And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by 

the way side, and the fowls of the air came and the way side, and the fowls of the air came and 
devoured it up.devoured it up.

5) And some fell on stony ground, where it had not 5) And some fell on stony ground, where it had not 
much earth; and immediately it sprang up, much earth; and immediately it sprang up, 
because it had no depth of earth:because it had no depth of earth:

Mark 4:1Mark 4:1--99
6) But when the sun was up, it was scorched; 6) But when the sun was up, it was scorched; 

and because it had no root, it withered away.and because it had no root, it withered away.
7) And some fell among thorns, and the thorns 7) And some fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no 
fruit.fruit.

8) And other fell on good ground, and did yield 8) And other fell on good ground, and did yield 
fruit that sprang up and increased; and fruit that sprang up and increased; and 
brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, 
and some an hundred.and some an hundred.

9) And he said unto them, He that hath ears to 9) And he said unto them, He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear.hear, let him hear.

““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
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Mark 4:4,15Mark 4:4,15
4) And it came to pass, as he sowed, 4) And it came to pass, as he sowed, 

some fell by the way side, and the fowls some fell by the way side, and the fowls 
of the air came and devoured it up. of the air came and devoured it up. 

15) And these are they by the way side, 15) And these are they by the way side, 
where the word is sown; but when they where the word is sown; but when they 
have heard, have heard, SatanSatan cometh immediately, cometh immediately, 
and and takethtaketh away the word that was away the word that was 
sown in their hearts. sown in their hearts. 

““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
–– The Shallow SeedThe Shallow Seed

Mark 4:5Mark 4:5--6, 166, 16--1717
5) And some fell on stony ground, where it had 5) And some fell on stony ground, where it had 

not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, not much earth; and immediately it sprang up, 
because it had no depth of earth:because it had no depth of earth:

6) But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and 6) But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and 
because it had no root, it withered away.because it had no root, it withered away.

16) And these are they likewise which are sown 16) And these are they likewise which are sown 
on stony ground; who, when they have heard on stony ground; who, when they have heard 
the word, immediately receive it with gladness;the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

17) And have no root in themselves, and so 17) And have no root in themselves, and so 
endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction 
or or persecutionpersecution arisethariseth for the word's sake, for the word's sake, 
immediately they are offended.immediately they are offended.
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““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
–– The Shallow SeedThe Shallow Seed
–– The Worldly / Physical SeedThe Worldly / Physical Seed

Mark 4:7, 18Mark 4:7, 18--1919
7) And some fell among thorns, and the 7) And some fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up, and choked it, and it thorns grew up, and choked it, and it 
yielded no fruit. yielded no fruit. 

18) And these are they which are sown 18) And these are they which are sown 
among thorns; such as hear the word,among thorns; such as hear the word,

19) And the cares of this world, and the 19) And the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lustslusts of of 
other things entering in, choke the other things entering in, choke the 
word, and it word, and it becomethbecometh unfruitful.unfruitful.

““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
–– The Shallow SeedThe Shallow Seed
–– The Worldly / Physical SeedThe Worldly / Physical Seed
–– The Deep / Spiritual SeedThe Deep / Spiritual Seed
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Mark 4:8, 20Mark 4:8, 20
8) And other fell on good ground, and did yield 8) And other fell on good ground, and did yield 

fruit that sprang up and increased; and fruit that sprang up and increased; and 
brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, 
and some an hundred. and some an hundred. 

20) And these are they which are sown on 20) And these are they which are sown on 
good ground; such as hear the word, and good ground; such as hear the word, and 
receive receive itit, and bring forth fruit, some , and bring forth fruit, some 
thirtyfoldthirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred., some sixty, and some an hundred.

““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
–– The Shallow SeedThe Shallow Seed
–– The Worldly / Physical SeedThe Worldly / Physical Seed
–– The Deep / Spiritual SeedThe Deep / Spiritual Seed

•• The Growing SeedThe Growing Seed

Mark 4:26Mark 4:26--2929
26) And he said, So is the 26) And he said, So is the kingdom of Godkingdom of God, as , as 

if a man should cast seed into the ground;if a man should cast seed into the ground;
27) And should sleep, and rise night and day, 27) And should sleep, and rise night and day, 

and the seed should spring and grow up, he and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knowethknoweth not how.not how.

28) For the earth 28) For the earth bringethbringeth forth fruit of herself; forth fruit of herself; 
first the first the bladeblade, then the ear, after that the full , then the ear, after that the full 
corn in the ear.corn in the ear.

29) But when the fruit is brought forth, 29) But when the fruit is brought forth, 
immediately he immediately he puttethputteth in the sickle, because in the sickle, because 
the the harvestharvest is come.is come.
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1 Peter 1:231 Peter 1:23--2525
23) Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 23) Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 

but of incorruptible, by the word of God, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which which livethliveth and and abidethabideth for ever.for ever.

24) For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 24) For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
man as the man as the flowerflower of grass. The grass of grass. The grass 
witherethwithereth, and the flower thereof , and the flower thereof fallethfalleth
away:away:

25) But the word of the Lord 25) But the word of the Lord endurethendureth for ever. for ever. 
And this is the word which by the gospel is And this is the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you.preached unto you.

2 Peter 3:182 Peter 3:18

18) But grow in grace, and in the 18) But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and knowledge of our Lord and SaviourSaviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen.and for ever. Amen.

““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
–– The Shallow SeedThe Shallow Seed
–– The Worldly / Physical SeedThe Worldly / Physical Seed
–– The Deep / Spiritual SeedThe Deep / Spiritual Seed

•• The Growing SeedThe Growing Seed
•• The Growing Mustard TreeThe Growing Mustard Tree



8

Matthew 13:31Matthew 13:31--3232
31) Another parable put he forth unto 31) Another parable put he forth unto 

them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is 
like to a like to a graingrain of of mustardmustard seed, which a seed, which a 
man took, and sowed in his field:man took, and sowed in his field:

32) Which indeed is the least of all seeds: 32) Which indeed is the least of all seeds: 
but when it is grown, it is the greatest but when it is grown, it is the greatest 
among among herbsherbs, and , and becomethbecometh a tree, so a tree, so 
that the that the birdsbirds of the air come and of the air come and lodgelodge
in the in the branchesbranches thereof.thereof.

Matthew 17:20Matthew 17:20

20) And Jesus said unto them, Because 20) And Jesus said unto them, Because 
of your unbelief: for verily I say unto of your unbelief: for verily I say unto 
you, If ye have faith as a you, If ye have faith as a graingrain of of 
mustardmustard seed, ye shall say unto this seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Remove hence to yonder mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
place; and it shall remove; and nothing place; and it shall remove; and nothing 
shall be impossible unto you. shall be impossible unto you. 
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Matthew 16:18Matthew 16:18
16) And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 16) And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.Christ, the Son of the living God.
17) And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 17) And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 

art thou, Simon art thou, Simon BarjonaBarjona: for flesh and blood hath not : for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed revealed itit unto unto theethee, but my Father which is in , but my Father which is in 
heaven.heaven.

18) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 18) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.of hell shall not prevail against it.

19) And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 19) And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou heaven: and whatsoever thou shaltshalt bind on earth bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shaltshalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

ApollosApollos
•• This is the name of a Jew "born at This is the name of a Jew "born at Alexandria," a Alexandria," a 

man well man well versed in the Scriptures and eloquent (versed in the Scriptures and eloquent (Acts Acts 
18:2418:24). He came to ). He came to EphesusEphesus (about A.D. 49), where (about A.D. 49), where 
he spoke "boldly" in the he spoke "boldly" in the synagoguesynagogue ((18:2618:26), although ), although 
he did not know as yet that Jesus of he did not know as yet that Jesus of NazarethNazareth was was 
the the MessiahMessiah. . AquilaAquila and and PriscillaPriscilla instructed in "the instructed in "the 
way of God", i.e., in the knowledge of Christ. He then way of God", i.e., in the knowledge of Christ. He then 
proceeded to proceeded to CorinthCorinth, where he met , where he met PaulPaul ((Acts Acts 
18:2718:27; ; 19:119:1). He was very useful there in watering the ). He was very useful there in watering the 
good seed good seed PaulPaul had sown (had sown (1 1 CorCor. 1:12. 1:12), and bringing ), and bringing 
many to Christ. His disciples were very attached to many to Christ. His disciples were very attached to 
him (him (1 1 CorCor. 3:4. 3:4--77, , 2222). He was with ). He was with PaulPaul at at EphesusEphesus
when he wrote the when he wrote the First EpistleFirst Epistle to the to the CorinthiansCorinthians; ; 
and and PaulPaul makes kind reference to him in his letter to makes kind reference to him in his letter to 
TitusTitus ((3:133:13).).

Author: Matthew G. Easton, edited by Paul S. Taylor.Author: Matthew G. Easton, edited by Paul S. Taylor.

1 Corinthians 3:61 Corinthians 3:6--99
6) I have planted, 6) I have planted, ApollosApollos watered; but God watered; but God 

gave the increase.gave the increase.
7) So then neither is he that 7) So then neither is he that plantethplanteth any thing, any thing, 

neither he that neither he that waterethwatereth; but God that ; but God that givethgiveth
the increase.the increase.

8) Now he that 8) Now he that plantethplanteth and he that and he that waterethwatereth
are one: and every man shall receive his own are one: and every man shall receive his own 
reward according to his own reward according to his own labourlabour..

9) For we are 9) For we are labourerslabourers together with God: ye together with God: ye 
are God's husbandry, ye are God's are God's husbandry, ye are God's buildingbuilding..
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““Sowing the SeedSowing the Seed””

•• The Fertile HeartThe Fertile Heart
–– The Emotional SeedThe Emotional Seed
–– The Shallow SeedThe Shallow Seed
–– The Worldly / Physical SeedThe Worldly / Physical Seed
–– The Deep / Spiritual SeedThe Deep / Spiritual Seed

•• The Growing Mustard SeedThe Growing Mustard Seed
•• The Growing Mustard TreeThe Growing Mustard Tree
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