“Reasons to Not Turn Back”

Hebrews 6:1-9

Hebrews 6:1-9

1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again
the foundation of repentance from dead works, and
of faith toward God,

2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgment.

3 And this will we do, if God permit.

4 For it is impossible for those who were once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come,

Hebrews 6:1-9

6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh
oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them
by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:

8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected,
and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.

9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you,
and things that accompany salvation, though we
thus speak.




It (Hebrews 6:4-6) is similar to saying
something like this to a class of
students:

“It is impossible for a student, once
enrolled in this course, if he turns the
clock back (which cannot be done,) to
start the course over. Therefore let all
students go on to deeper knowledge.”

-Charles Ryrie
Ryrie Study Bible — Expanded Edition (Page 1858)

Reasons to Not Turn Back

* God is in Control

1. God Gives Divine Direction

Numbers 13:1 3

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Send thou men, that they may search the
land of Canaan, which | give unto the
children of Israel: of every tribe of their
fathers shall ye send a man, every one aruler
among them.

3 And Moses by the commandment of the
LORD sent them from the wilderness of

Paran: all those men were heads of the
children of Israel.




2. Man’s Logic is Not Always
God’s Direction

Numbers 13:27 8,30 3

27 And they told him, and said, We came unto
the land whither thou sentest us, and surely
it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the
fruit of it.

28 Nevertheless the people be strong that
dwell in the land, and the cities are walled,
and very great: and moreover we saw the
children of Anak there.

30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses,
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it.

2. Man’s Logic is Not Always
God’s Direction

Numbers 13:27-28 , 30-33

31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not
able to go up against the people; for they are
stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil rer)ort of the land which
they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying,
The land, through which we have gone to search it,
is aland that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and
all the people that we saw in it are men of a great
stature.

33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak,
which come of the giants: and we were in our own
sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

3. Man Fights God’s Direction
With Complaints About God

Numbers 14:1-4

1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and
cried; and the people wept that night.

2 And all the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron: and the whole
congregation said unto them, Would God that we
had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had
died in this wilderness!

3 And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this
land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our
children should be a prey? were it not better for us
to return into Egypt?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain,
and let us return into Egypt.




4. Man Would Be Better Off to

Learn to Follow God at the Start
Joshua 14:6-12a

6 Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal:
and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto
him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto
Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in
Kadeshbarnea.

7 Forty years old was | when Moses the servant of the
LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land;
and | brought him word again as it was in mine heart.

8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made
the heart of the people melt: but | wholly followed the
LORD my God.

9 And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land
whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine
inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou
hast wholly followed the LORD my God.

4. Man Would Be Better Off to

Learn to Follow God at the Start

Joshua 14:6 2a

10 And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me
alive, as he said, these forty and five years,
even since the LORD spake this word unto
Moses, while the children of Israel wandered
in the wilderness: and now, lo, | am this day
fourscore and five years old.

11 As yet | am as strong this day as | was in the
day that Moses sent me: as my strength was
then, even so is my strength now, for war,
both to go out, and to come in.

12 Now therefore give me this mountain,
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1. Tendency to Disguise
Ourselves in Battle

1Kings 22:30 31

30 And the king of Israel said unto
Jehoshaphat, | will disguise myself, and
enter into the battle; but put thou on thy
robes. And the king of Israel disguised
himself, and went into the battle.

31 But the king of Syria commanded his thirty
and two captains that had rule over his
chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor
great, save only with the king of Israel.

2. Weakness is Revealed When
We Run From the Battle

1Kings 22:33-35

33 And it came to pass, when the captains of the
chariots perceived that it was not the king of Israel,
that they turned back from pursuing him.

34 And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and
smote the king of Israel between the joints of the
harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his
chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the
host; for | am wounded.

35 And the battle increased that day: and the king was
stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died
at even: and the blood ran out of the wound into the
midst of the chariot.

3. Stand Against the Battle

Ephesians 6:10 P

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye
anaylbe able to stand against the wiles of the

evil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places.
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Putting Lot In Perspective

Matthew 15:16-20

16 And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without
understanding?

17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth
in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out
into the draught?

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth
come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies:

20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat
with unwashen hands defileth not a man.

1. A Deceived Life Destroys the
Testimony

Genesis 19:14

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his
sons in law, which married his
daughters, and said, Up, get you out of
this place; for the LORD will destroy
this city. But he seemed as one that
mocked unto his sons in law.




2. God Gives Anti-Deception

Instruction

Genesis 19:15-17

15 And when the morning arose, then the angels
hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy
two daughters, which are here; lest thou be
consumed in the iniquity of the city.

16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the
hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful
unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him
without the city.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them
forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain;
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.

3. Deception Causes Longing
For the Sin Nature

Genesis 19:24 26

24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the
LORD out of heaven;

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground.

26 But his wife looked back from behind him,
and she became a pillar of salt.
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Acts 15:36-38

36 And some days after Paul said unto
Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our
brethren in every city where we have
preached the word of the Lord, and see how
they do.

37 And Barnabas determined to take with them
John, whose surname was Mark.

38 But Paul thought not good to take him with
them, who departed from them from
Pamphylia, and went not with them to the
work.
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